IgG4-associated ampullitis and cholangiopathy in Crohn's disease.
Inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) is reported to be associated with autoimmune pancreatitis and IgG4-related sclerosing disease. We report a case of a 28 year old African American male with a long history of upper gastrointestinal tract Crohn's disease (CD) with multiple surgeries who developed medically refractory disease with small bowel obstruction. He had abnormal liver function tests with imaging evidence of chronic pancreatitis and ampullary inflammatory process. He underwent Whipple's procedure. Histopathological evaluation of surgical specimens of the ampulla and distal common bile duct showed accumulation of IgG4-positive plasma cells in the lamina propria. Preoperative endoscopic biopsies also showed chronic active enteritis involving the duodenum and jejunum with increased IgG4-expressing plasma cell infiltration. His serum IgG4 was 164 mg/dL. The association of IgG4-expressing plasma cell accumulation in the gastrointestinal tract with IBD in patients with hepatobiliary manifestation may have pathogenetic, diagnostic and therapeutic implications.